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Part 1: Children’s 
Participation as a 
human right

Source: Child Rights Connect (2019): Child-friendly Convention on the Rights of the 
Child by Unicef-Child Rights Connect
https://childrightsconnect.org/faq-items/child-friendly-convention-on-the-rights-of-
the-child-by-unicef-child-rights-connect/



Article 12 UN 
Convention
On the Rights 
of the Child



The benefits of 
child 
participation…



Why is it a human right?



A general principle with cross-
cutting effect

Source: Child Rights Connect (2019): Child-friendly Convention on the 
Rights of the Child by Unicef-Child Rights Connect
https://childrightsconnect.org/faq-items/child-friendly-convention-on-
the-rights-of-the-child-by-unicef-child-rights-connect/



A  right in itself and a 
means of realizing all 
other rights



A right of individuals

and 

A  right of groups of 
children



Part 2: The 
Lundy Model

Sources (in the bottom line from left to right): 
the Lundy Model
apps.who.int
Lundy’s Voice Model Checklist for Participation
cypsc.ie
Lundy’s Voice Model Checklist for Participation
cypsc.ie
the Lundy Model
hubnanog.ie



Article 12 Adults’ 
understanding

A DISCONNECT

Source: NI Children's Commissioner



What 
does 
Article 12 
require? “Each of these abbreviations is 

an imperfect summary  and can 
potentially undermine its 

implementation.”   Lundy 2007  

The Voice of the Child?

The Right to be Heard?

The Right to Participate?



“Voice”
is not enough…

Lundy (2007)

Source: Lundy, Laura (2007): ‘Voice’ is not enough: conceptualising Article 12 of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. In: British Educational Research Journal, Vol. 33, No. 6, p. 932



• SPACE: Children must be given the opportunity  
to express a view

• VOICE: Children must be facilitated to express 
their views

• AUDIENCE: The view must be listened to.

• INFLUENCE: The view must be acted upon, as 
appropriate.

Source: Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (2021): 
Participation Framework. National Framework for Children and Young People’s Participation in 
Decision-making. Dublin
https://hubnanog.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/5587-Child-Participation-
Framework_report_LR_FINAL_Rev.pdf, p. 15



SPACE

“assure to 
the child”

Actively created

Safe 

Inclusive
Source: Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (2021): Participation Framework. National Framework 
for Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-making. Dublin
https://hubnanog.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/5587-Child-Participation-Framework_report_LR_FINAL_Rev.pdf, p. 20



Talking Mats

Source: https://www.talkingmats.com/talking-mats-
in-action/for-health-and-social-care/



VOICE Voluntary

Choice in mode of 
expression

Supported to form and 
express views

Source: Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (2021): Participation Framework. National Framework 
for Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-making. Dublin
https://hubnanog.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/5587-Child-Participation-Framework_report_LR_FINAL_Rev.pdf, p. 20



The right to 
Information is a 
pre-requisite

Source (left figure): Council of Europe (2016): Tell someone you trust. Make use of your Lanzarote Convention 
Rigths. Strasbourg
https://edoc.coe.int/en/6-10-years/6801-tell-someone-you-trust-make-use-of-your-lanzarote-convention-
rights.html, p. 7

Source (right figure): European Commission (2021): Creating child-friendly versions of written documents: a 
guide. Luxembourg
https://www.qub.ac.uk/research-centres/CentreforChildrensRights/CCRFilestore/Filetoupload,1269252,en.pdf, 
cover



AUDIENCE
Active listening

All relevant decision-
makers

Formal channels of 
communication

Source: Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (2021): Participation Framework. National Framework 
for Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-making. Dublin
https://hubnanog.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/5587-Child-Participation-Framework_report_LR_FINAL_Rev.pdf, p. 20



Leicester City Council



INFLUENCE Realistic

Transparent

Feedback and follow-up

Source: Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (2021): Participation Framework. National Framework 
for Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-making. Dublin
https://hubnanog.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/5587-Child-Participation-Framework_report_LR_FINAL_Rev.pdf, p. 20



Involving children 
in designing 
services

With Dr Mary Mitchell and Dr 
Louise Hill for the  European 
Promise Network

Source: Graphic based on Hill, Louise/Lundy, Laura/Mitchel, Mary (2021): Promise: Building a culture of participation in barnahus. 
Implementing Children’s Right to Participate in Decision-Making. Stockholm
https://www.barnahus.eu/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Participation-in-Barnahus-FINAL.pdf, p. 7



TUSLA 
(Ireland’s Child 
and Family 
Protection 
Agency)

Source: Tusla – Child and Family Agency (2019): Child and youth 
participation strategy 2019-2023
https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/tusla_child_and_youth_
participation_strategy-2019-2023.pdf, p. 33 (left figure), p. 5 
(right figure)



ITS APPEAL

“Legally sound and user-
friendly” 

Intended  to capture the 
qualities of rights-based 
participation  rather than 
different forms or levels of 
participation 

UNICEF

Source: World Health Organization (2018): Engaging young people for health 
and sustainable development. Strategic opportunities for the World Health 
Organization and partners. Geneva
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/274368/9789241514576-
eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y, p. 7



Participation 
with purpose

Source: Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (2021): Participation 
Framework. National Framework for Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-making. 
Dublin
https://hubnanog.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/5587-Child-Participation-
Framework_report_LR_FINAL_Rev.pdf, cover



Source: Department of Children, Equality, 
Disability, Integration and Youth (2021): 
Participation Framework. National Framework for 
Children and Young People’s Participation in 
Decision-making. Dublin
https://hubnanog.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2021/04/5587-Child-
Participation-
Framework_report_LR_FINAL_Rev.pdf, p. 19 (left
figure), p. 20 (right figure)



Checking with 
children that 
they felt that 

their voice was 
listened to 

Source: Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth 
(2021): Participation Framework. National Framework for Children and 
Young People’s Participation in Decision-making. Dublin
https://hubnanog.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/5587-Child-Participation-
Framework_report_LR_FINAL_Rev.pdf, p. 21



Part 3: 
Myths



CHILDREN ARE THE EXPERTS 
IN THEIR OWN LIVES“

Myth No. 2



IT WOULD BE 
TOKENISTIC…



Participation is always imperfect 

‘Tokenism’ may be a start. 



Making ‘meaningful engagement’ 
a meaningful term

In 2007,  trying to articulate the concept of influence, I settled, as 

others do, on feedback:

“… make it uncomfortable for adults to 
solicit children’s views and then ignore 

them…”  



The Four ‘F’ 
Framework 
for 
Feedback 
(Lundy, 2018)

Fast

Full

Child-friendly

Followed-up



A Framework for Feedback
What did you agree with ?

What, if anything,  surprised you and why?

Did  you disagree with anything? If so, what and why?

Has it influenced your views in any way? If so, how?

What have you decided? 

What is happening next and when will it happen?



A  False 
Dichotomy

Participation v Protection 

Autonomy v Welfare

Best interests v Right to be 
heard

Article 3 v  Article 12



Participation and (not versus) Protection

Vulnerability should not eclipse agency

-

(Lundy, 2018)



“It’s not the gift 
of adults. It’s 
the right of the 
child” 

(Lundy 2007)
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